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St. Mark'S  
to Merge
The St. Mark's lion mascot is just 
one legacy that will live on when 
the school merges in June.  Page 9

keeping kerMit 
alive
Northwestern High School pays 
tribute to Muppet creator Jim Henson 
with Henson Night.  Page 3

froM the  
ground up
Advice on how to start your first garden, and 
where to get heirloom seeds that work best 
in the Hyattsville climate.  Page 4

by Hannah Bruchman

Walking the streets of Hyattsville, 
Berdina, a white-and-gray pit bull 
mix, is all alone. Surviving on scraps 
of garbage, the dog has been wan-
dering the streets since mid-April, 
desperately trying to find her foster 
guardian after jumping the fence at 
his home near Fort Totten. 

At least that's the scenario laid out 
by Sam Connelly, the owner of Pure 
Gold Pet Trackers, who along with a 
team of volunteers has been meticu-
lously trailing the young dog.  

“Berdina wandered. She wandered 
a really far distance, and got really 
lost in D.C.,” concludes Connelly, 

who opened her business in 2004. 
Before that, she worked for six years 

Pet tracker helps lost 
animals find their home

by Daniel Hart

The brand-new, 77,000 square-foot, 
three-story Convocation Center at 
DeMatha Catholic High School will 
serve many functions when it opens 
next month, housing among other 
things a 1,200-seat gym, high-tech 
classrooms, and a batting cage. But 
what Athletic Director Ed King is 
really looking forward to is the new 
wrestling room. 

“Right now, [the wrestling team] is 
in the cafeteria,” he says. “We need 
to get them out of the cafeteria. As 
soon as we get occupancy, they’re 
the first group that’s in there.” 

Still, at least the wrestlers get to 
stay on campus; athletes who play 
lacrosse, soccer, and football have to 
travel to practice fields from River-
dale Park to Bowie. But by the end 
of the year, their commute will get 
a lot shorter: to West Hyattsville's 
Heurich Park, at the corner of Ager 
Road and Nicholson Street. 

Plans call for three fields – two 
grass, one synthetic turf – that will 
be used for football practice, soccer 
games, and both lacrosse practice 
and games. The turf field will be 
lighted, fences built, and parking 
expanded. Later phases will add a 
scoreboard, bleachers, restrooms, 
and a concession stand.  

The project will be jointly funded 
by the Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission and 

DeMatha set 
to open new 
Convocation 
Center, fields

We gave you one day, you gave us great pictures of this record-setting snowfall.  On 42nd Avenue,  
Cynthia Mitchel captured top prize  in our first-ever 24-hour contest with this shot of two deck chairs given 
cushions and headrests by the blizzard.  For more winning shots, see page11.

 
by Paula Minaert

Bulldozers and backhoes, dirt piles 
and shiny new buildings: We’re 
seeing a lot of construction in the 
city. Two projects are completed: 
the Post Properties on East-West 
Highway and Mosaic at Metro on 
Belcrest Road. Other projects have 
changed or been shelved. Here’s a 
rundown on commercial develop-
ment in Hyattsville. 
EYA is moving forward with 

work on the east side of Route 1 
after a long period with no activi-
ty.  However, Mayor William Gar-
diner said that the timeline always 

was for EYA to deliver the retail 
space by the end of 2010 and it is 
on schedule. But the developer is 
asking for changes.

At a city council meeting Jan. 
19, EYA presented the changes 
it will request at a county plan-
ning board meeting later this 
month. The proposed changes 
would mean substituting less ex-
pensive materials on the building 
facades, as well as eliminating 12 
row homes and adding a 198-unit 
multifamily building.

EYA attorney Larry Taub said, 

What’s happening 
where in Hyattsville

by Paula Minaert

Six members of the Hyattsville 
police force have alleged dis-
crimination against black officers 
within the Hyattsville Police De-
partment. The Prince George's 
and Montgomery county chap-
ters of the NAACP have request-
ed that the Department of Justice 
investigate the charges. 

According to published sources, the 
president of the Prince George's 
chapter, June White Dillard, re-
ported that “black officers have 
been subjected to sexual harass-
ment, wrongful terminations and 
a hostile work environment.”

“We take these allegations very 
seriously,” said Mayor William 
Gardiner. “If the Department of 
Justice feels the need to inves-
tigate, I’m confident the depart-
ment and the city will be found 
to have acted appropriately and 
without discrimination.”

Police dept. 
accused of  
discrimination

the washington animal rescue league
Berdina, a gray-and-white pit bull 
mix, has been missing since April.

pets continued on page 11 eya continued on page 10

dematha continued on page 5

SUPER SNOW
Residents share pics  

of the Blizzard of 2010SUNDAY
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Lawson’s Pharmacy
PICK-UP & DELIVERY
OF PRESCRIPTIONS

Ostomy Supplies, Sr. Citizen’s Discounts
Convalescent Aids

Sales & Rentals
Richard Sabatelli, R. Ph.
301-864-4043

3415 Hamilton St., Hyattsville, MD 20782

International Travel Vaccines
6525 Belcrest Road

Suite #203
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782

(301) 403-8808

Yellow fever, Typhoid, Cholera, 
Hepatitis A, Malaria, Polio, etc.

Computer & Internet Literacy in 1 Month
American Computer Utopia

	 Are You Afraid of Computers?
	Do You Feel Left Behind?
	Would You Like to Change Your Life Forever?
	We Guarantee to Make You Computer & Intermet Literate in 

Just One Month: Two Workshops per Week.
	 Sign Up for Our Computer & Internet Literacy Workshops.
	Day/ Evening Classes : Keyboarding, Word, Excel, QuickBooks.

Across West Hyattsville Metro
HighTechTraining.com (301) 559-0234

 
by Susie Currie

Two local Catholic schools are 
merging to become St. Francis In-
ternational School, officials said 
in a series of meetings last month 
with parents, students and staff. 

The principals at St. Mark the 
Evangelist School, on Adelphi 
Road, and St. Camillus School, 
in Silver Spring, unveiled a 
plan for consolidation that will 
use both campuses. Beginning 
in June, St. Mark's facilities 
will be used for summer camps 
and programs, as well as CYO 
sports practice and games. Dur-
ing the upcoming academic 
year, all classes, from preschool 
through 8th grade, will be three 
miles away at the St. Camillus  
location.

The move comes as Catholic 
schools across the country, faced 
with declining enrollment and 
revenues, have had to take a hard 
look at their futures. In buildings 
that can hold up to 600 students 
– and accommodated hundreds 
more during peak enrollment – 
St. Camillus currently has 257 
and St. Mark's, 267. 

St. Camillus principal Tobias 
Harkleroad said he expects en-
rollment the first year to be be-
tween 450 and 530. If numbers 
climb in subsequent years, the 
St. Mark's property will become 
a middle school, for grades 5 to 
8, while the St. Camillus school 
will serve ages 2 through 4th 
grade.

Harkleroad and St. Mark's 
principal Charles M. Russell will 
share leadership of St. Francis, 
and the transition is already 
well underway. Banners at each 
school bear the new name, as 
does an extensive website. The 
new logo combines St. Mark's 
lion and the Greek tau – picture 

a red capital T — that was the St. 
Camillus school symbol. At press 
time, the school was preparing 
for its fourth open house, and 
several major gatherings have 
brought the two populations to-
gether. Combined field trips are 
in the works. 

"The goal is that before the 
end of the school year, every 
class will do something together  
either socially or academically," 
said Harkleroad. 

On a recent snow day, Harkle-
road had stopped by the school 
with cans of paint. "We want it to 
feel like a new school," he said. 

To that end, parish volunteers 
are replacing hall carpets with 
tile and painting hallways and 
classrooms. To make what he 
calls a "21st-century school in-
stead of a 1950s school," much of 
St. Mark's equipment, from the 
13,000-volume library to new 
computers, will find a home at 
St. Francis.

"We can do much more together 
than separately," says Russell, 
pointing to the fact that every 
middle-school classroom at St. 
Francis will have an interactive 
whiteboard, something that the 
schools would have taken years 

to accomplish on their own. 
Both men say they expect most 

of their current students will 
enroll at St. Francis. Although 
some parents have been making 
the rounds of other area open 
houses, many seem enthusiastic 
about the new venture.

For Elizabeth Gordon-McNeil, 
a St. Camillus school board 
member, the biggest regret is 
that none of her children will at-
tend the school, as her last will 
graduate from St. Camillus this 
year. "Most parents I know are 
ecstatically happy with the deci-
sion," she says.

Susana Limon's two sons attend 
St. Mark's, and she plans to en-
roll them at St. Francis. "We're 
very excited about the curricu-
lum," said Limon, whose hus-
band, Raymond, directs the CYO 
sports program at St. Mark's. 
"Our kids are most interested in 
their teachers and their friends, 
and they'll have those at St. 
Francis."

All employees at both schools 
must apply for positions at the 
new school, and staffing needs 
will depend on enrollment. 

Harkleroad says that the new 
curriculum will stress interdis-
ciplinary learning, and extensive 
teacher training is scheduled for 
summer. "We've used the term 
boot camp," he said.

Part of the new mission is build-
ing on the strengths of a student 
body from dozens of countries. 
There will be a greater empha-
sis on languages, and by middle 
school, students can choose 
whether to specialize in French 
or Spanish. Harkleroad says the 
school will explore the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate model, but 
the certification process takes 
five or six years. 

The leadership model will be 
changing, too. Instead of being 
run by the pastor advised by a 
school board, as most Catholic 
elementary schools are, St. Fran-
cis will be run more like a parish 
high school, with authority be-
longing to a board of directors. 

Some decisions, though, will 
rest with parents. The principals 
have tasked them with, among 
other things, coming up with the 
new uniform, and will continue 
to seek their input in other areas.

"We're building something new 
together," said Harkleroad, "not 
taking something off the shelf 
and selling it."

St. Mark School to merge with St. Camillus

photo by susie currie
A banner at St. Mark the Evangelist School announces the new name.
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